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Relaxa�on of Procedures - Criteria for Entry of
Foreign Na�onals to Israel

May 26, 2020

As part of the general relaxa�on of restric�ons and the gradual re-opening of the
economy, the Israeli government has eased the criteria for entry of foreign na�onals
to Israel.
 
The new criteria are as follows:
 
a. B/1 Experts – Foreign Experts who required for na�onal infrastructure and/or for
the con�nued func�oning of the economy, will be allowed to enter the country,
subject to the recommenda�on of the relevant Israeli ministry (usually the Ministry
of Energy or the Ministry of Economy). 

b. Defini�on of "center of life" of a foreign na�onal (who is not married to an Israeli
ci�zen) – A foreign na�onal whose center of life is in Israel may enter the country a�er
approval of the Popula�on Authority, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and receipt of a le�er signed by the Deputy Director General of the
Israeli Consular Division. The determina�on of a person’s center of life will be based
on their having been present in Israel a total of 181 days during the year preceding the
applica�on. If the visitor does not meet the 181 day criterion, within the year
preceding the date of applica�on, the Consular Division will extend its considera�on
181 days of presence in Israel as of January 1st 2019. 

c. Mixed families – Israeli ci�zens married to foreign na�onals – 
• The foreign na�onal must be registered in the Popula�on Register as a spouse (in
the Popula�on Authority data base and/or in the Consular Division’s systems). If the
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foreign na�onal is not registered in the system, but is in the possession of a marriage
cer�ficate from the Chief Rabbinate of Israel, his or her entry will be approved on the
basis of the marriage cer�ficate. 
• The center of life of the Israeli ci�zen or the foreign na�onal, as defined above, is in
Israel. 
• If the center of the Israeli ci�zen’s life is in Israel, the criterion for determining the
foreign na�onal’s center of life will based on three months’ (90 days) presence in Israel
in the last year or calendar year, instead of the 181 day requirement for foreign
na�onals who are not married to Israelis. 

d. Parents of a foreign na�onal who is marrying an Israeli ci�zen and parents of an
Israeli ci�zen with a foreign passport will be allowed to a�end their child’s wedding in
Israel. 
 
e. There is no restric�on on entry of career diplomats and people carrying service
passports. The foregoing are required to self-isolate (non-state, hotels) upon arrival. 

f. A2 Students - center of life in Israel for three months – students who previously
commenced their studies at an Israeli academic ins�tu�on or yeshiva (not new
students) will be allowed to enter the county upon the resump�on of studies. 
 
g. A2 Postdoctoral Students – will be allowed to enter the country on the basis of a
le�er of approval from the relevant academic ins�tu�on, a�er examina�on by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs / Popula�on Authority. 
 
h. A2 Medical Students – will be allowed to enter the country a�er receiving approval
from the Ministry of Health. 
 
i. Residents of the West Bank – are not allowed to enter Israel from Ben Gurion
Airport, except for excep�onal and humanitarian cases, on the basis of an applica�on
to the Coordinator of Government Ac�vi�es in the Territories and a recommenda�on
of the la�er. 
 
j. B2 - Medical tourism – currently not allowed, other than excep�ons approved by
the Minister of the Interior / the Director General of the Popula�on Authority and
with the recommenda�on of the Ministry of Health. 
 
k. Children of Israeli ci�zens who are not registered in the Popula�on Register –
minors (up to the age of 18) are authorized to enter the country even without being
registered in the Popula�on Register (although it is desirable that they be registered
before entering the country, if possible). Adults (above the age of 18) – will be
considered in excep�onal cases. 
 
l. ‘Gradual Process’ – entry into Israel will be possible when the emergency situa�on is
over. 
 
m. Waivers of Israeli Ci�zen – approved.  

* The above criteria may be subject to changes or varia�ons by the relevant Ministry.
** Entry to Israel will be subject to Ministry of Health requirements, as published from
�me to �me, including, but not limited to, self-quaran�ne period.  
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For addi�onal informa�on about our firm's Immigra�on and Foreign Expert
Reloca�on group, click here.

This memorandum is provided solely for informa�onal and educa�onal purposes and should
not be construed as a legal advice.
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